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thing approaching a patriotic motive, and the wretched lads whom they have influenced are frequently found to be of unstable character, unsuccessful in their prosecution of education, and liable to that form of moral weakness which makes in India the half-brained and fanatical fakir or sanyasi*
Undoubtedly the soil has been prepared by an irresponsible and ill-conditioned section of the Press; but the direct cause of anarchy is education in political crime received abroad and applied in India. Nothing will save the country from this, except severe repression by the Government and cordial co-operation in that repression on the part of the Indian community. Anarchy is fraught with danger to the landlord, to the money-lender, even to the teacher, against whom the spirit of lawlessness may instigate a discontented tenant, client, or pupil to turn the hand of crime; and the interests of the people and the safety of society are involved as much as the interests of Government, The evil is not yet widespread. There may be many more deeds of violence. A score or two of even weedy youths, guided by one or two able and unscrupulous men and determined to devote their own lives to violence, may succeed in committing a few deplorable crimes. Yet the evil may not be widespread or deep-seated. I believe that it is not, I do not by any means believe that we have seen the end of it; but I do think that the Government and the people combining together may well prevail to eradicate the evil.
I think that I may well illustrate this point by briefly describing one of the last incidents of my life in India, to which reference has already been made in a former chapter. On the 7th November, 1908, less than a month before I gave over charge of the office of Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal and left India for good, I was invited to preside at the Overtoun Hall In Calcutta at a lecture to be delivered by Professor Burton, of Chicago, on " University education in the United States." The Overtoun. Hall is a fine building, in charge of the Young Men's Christian Association (College Branch) in Calcutta. The lecture was to be delivered to students and graduates of the